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FAREINSTITUTE

= Convocation of the Institute of Electrcial Engineers, the fake
institute run from IIT Kharagpur. (From Left) lIT professors AK
Ghosh, NK Kishore, Jayanta Pal, PK Chattopadhyay, P Das
Gupta, JG Biswas and institute secretary JK Tiwari. HT PHOTO

“More TIT profs
caught in the act

Charu Sudan Kasturi

w charu kasturi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Investigators have
unearthed evidence linking four
more Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Kharagpur professors
to operations of a fake institute
run by senior II'T professor
Amit Kumar Ghosh using the
Institute campus and brand.
The evidence comes even as
the Central Vigilance Commi-
ssion has asked the HRD min-
istry to probe alleged irregu-
larities in the appointment of
Institute registrar TK Ghoshal
HT first exposed the scam
involving the fake Institute of
Electrical Engineers (TEE) run
by Ghosh using his IIT Khara-
gpur department office and the
IIT brand to dupe students.

Ghosh has named two .

former I'T Kharagpur directors
in the scam, who denied the
charge.

Police sources said the fresh
evidence with them involves a
photograph from a convocation
ceremony of the fraud institute
which shows five IIT Kharag-
pur professors seated next to
Ghosh. Two of them — Pallab

PHOTOGRAPH FROM
CONVOCATION
?EREMONY SHOWS 5

Kurmar Chattopadhyay, profes-
sor of agricultural and food eng-
ineering and Punyabrata Dutta
Gupta, electrical engineering
professor — have retired from
IIT Kharagpur, sources said.

Two others include Jayanta
Pal, current acting as head of
department of electrical engi-
neering at the IIT, and NK
Kishore, another electrical engi-
neering professor at the
Kharagpur IIT. Retired pro-
fessor JC Biswas, already under
the police scanner, is also seen
in the photograph

“These professors... knew
about the IEE. Their presence
at the convocation of the fraud
institute gave it legitimacy. We
need to determine their level of
inveolvement,” an investigator
said. Duped students have also
written to HRD minister Kapil
Sibal asking him to take action
against these professors.
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APOSED Court orders probe by health ministry; accuses
medical institute of creating illegal reservation, transfer of seats

1 FOLLOW-UP

Charu Sudan Kastor|

W charu kasturi®hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE The Delhi High Court
has slammed the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) for wasting precious
postgraduate medical seats,
directing the health ministry to
probe the wastage and drilling
holes in the premier medical
school’s arguments,

Hindustan Times had, on
December 5, exposed how
AIIMS had allowed almost
30% of its highly coveted
postgraduate seats to go waste
over the past three years
because of flaws in its admis-
sion process.

The institute argued that the

vacant seats — left by a grow-
ing number of students who
take up seats before quitting to
joinpreferred streams at other
institutions — would be trans-
ferred to the next academic ses-
sion, claiming that this would
prevent wastage.

But a division bench of chief
Jjustice Deepak Misra and jus-
tice Manmohan has asked
AITMS to promptly call a meet-
ing of its academic committee
and explain why it was trans-
ferring vacant seats instead of
offering them to students
through open counselling.

The bench also picked holes

- inthe ATIMS elaim that it trans-

fers vacant seats to the next ses-
sion, by peinting out that the
number of seats was decreas-
ing annually, whereas it should
have increased, if earlier vacant

seats were added.

In at least two independent
orders, the Supreme Court has
rejected the transfer of seats
as valid.

Directing the health ministry
to probe the seat wastage, the
bench also asked the govern-
ment to find out why AIIMS
was following an admission and
counselling process that leads
to wastage of seats.

As reported by Hindustan
Times, details obtained through

HT HAD, ON DECEMBER
5, EXPOSED HOW AlIMS
HAD ALLOWED ALMOST
30% OF ITS PG SEATS

10 GO WASTE OVER THE

the Right to Information Act
revealed that 138 students
admitted to AIIMS postgradu-
ate programmes, aver the past
three years, soon quit, joining
preferred courses at other insti-
tutes. Contrary to what AIIMS
claimed in its own prospectus,
it did not hold open counsel-
lling for seats that fell vacant
this year.

The High Court bench also
challenged the institute’s poli-
cy of giving preference to its
MBBS students for postgrad-
uate seats.

The argument forwarded by
AIIMS at the hearing suggest-
ed that the institute had found
an “ingenious” way of intro-
ducing a quota for its students,
even though the SC has banned
any internal reservation, the
bench said.
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Noida roads fail to clear II'T test

Darpan Singh

m darpan singh@hindustantimes.com

NOIOA: Tt's official. Roads in Noida
are in poor shape, cannot cope
with growing vehicular pres-
sure and can cave in if not
repaired under a dedicated
action plan.

The city has 21 important
roads, and all have failed a test
conducted by the T, Roorkee.

In a report, the premier insti-
tute pointed out that given the
increasing number of vehicles,
the general thickness of roads
is less than what is required.
None of the roads could meet
the “load-bearing” standards
set down by IIT.

The Noida authority had
asked IIT, Roorkee to conduct
a comprehensive survey to
study vehicular pressure,
encroachment and other such
factors before renovation and
widening of roads could begin.

The repord PRSP P
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set down by the IIT, Roorke.

the thickness of these roads is
not increased, they will cave in.
Resides, it will also result in daily
traffic snarls.

Experts have suggested that
Noida authority should con-

.struct seven-tier roads (as seen

1w Talhit bnabnnAd aftlh A svietine

» None of the roads in Noida could meet the load-bearing standards

HT FILE PHOTO

five-tier ones.

“The way roads have been
constructed in Noida has made
repairs a difficult task. In Delhi,
carrying out repairs ig not that
taxing,” an official said.

Experts szid that Master Plan

wnard T unll ha avnncad tnmnv.
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The way roads have been
built in Noida has made
repairs a difficult task.

AN DFFICIAL

imum pressure in the coming
years.

In the next 10 years, this road
alone will bear a load of 50 crore
tonne.

The second in line, set to bear
the maximum load, is Udhyog
Marg. Over the next decade, it
is expected to carry aload of 35
crore tonhe.

The Khoda road will also bear
aload of 33 crore tonne over the
same period.

The IIT report has categori-
cally said the Noida authority
needs to prepare a dedicated
action plan to improve riding
quality amang other things. The
report has also recommended
ravindic repair

Tainted money: Cash,
receipts tied to cancer

Hazardous Chemical In Currency Notes: Study

Washington: Cash register
receipts and paper money
have been found to contain
high levels of bisphenol A
(BPA), a chemical linked to
cancer, obesity and early pu-
berty, a study published on

Wednesday says.

Researchers from US non-
profit groups Safer Chem-
icals, Safer Families and the
Washington Toxics Coalition
tested till receipts made from
thermal paper which they
collected from 22 popular re-
tailers and cafes, and found
that half of them were coated
withlarge quantities of BPA.

“Since BPA inthermal pa-
per is present in a powdery
film, we suspected it could
easily travel from those re-
ceipts to other objects,” says
the study, led by Washington
Toxics Coalition scientist

ErikaSchreder.

Holding the receipts for

Corbis

no! A, can also cause ebesity and
early puberty, says the study

till receipts.

early onset of puberty.

housings, computers,

just 10 seconds caused up to
2.5 micrograms of BPA to

transfer from the paperontoa
person’s fingers, and rubbing
the receipts increased around
15-fold the amount of BPA
transferred from the receipts
ontofingers, the study said,
From the fingers, the bis-
phenol A transferred easily
ontodollar bills: theresearch-
ers found the chemical on 21
of 22 bills tested, although in
much lower levels than on the

Morethan 130studies over
the past decade have linked
even low levels of BPA toseri-
ous health problems, includ-
ing breast cancer, obesity and

BPA is widely used in plas-
tic water jugs, soft drink cans,
hockey helmets, mobile phone

car

bumpers and other consumer.
products, and the health im-
pact of the chemical on hu-
mans has been disputed. arp
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Ray of hope: New
glasses use tongue
to help blind see

London: A British policeman
who was blinded by a gunman
earlier this year could soon
have his sight restored thanks
toadevice that uses his tongue
tohelphim see.

David Rathband lost his
sight whenhe was shot inthe
‘face while on patrol in July
this year. The 42-year-old is
now taking part in a trial of
the BrainPort device. He
said, “The thought of being
able to see my wife and chil-
drenagain isjustamazing.”

The device involves a
camera mounted on a pair of
glasses being connected to a
sensor on the patient's
tongue, which then sends
signals from the camera to
the brain, bypassing the us-
er's damaged eyesight, re-
ports the Daily Mail.

The BrainPort has already
changed the life of Craig

The device uses a
camera mounted on
a pair of glasses
connectedto a
sensor on tongue,
which sends signals
from the camera to
the brain, bypassing
damaged eyesight

Lundber, who wasblinded by a
grenade and was the first Brit-
on to try out the device. He can
now read words, identify
shapes and walk unaided. A
camera attached to the glasses
captures a moving image. The
device transfers the image via
acable toalollipopattachment
on the tongue. Electrodes tin-

- gle on the tongue to reflect the

image with darker areas creat-
ing stronger pulses. 1ans
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China attempts to organise international boycott of Nobel peace prize ceremony |

Not worth a quarrel with China

No bowing to Chinese demand

veiled threat to various countries, that

they will face ‘consequences’ if they at-
end the Nobelpeace prize giving ceremony
1 Oslo. The Mobel peace prizeisan interna-
ionally respected institution. China is a
overeign nationand can boyeott the award
erermony If 1twishesto, but by the same to-
enitshould notdictate to other soverelgn
tionswhether they should attend or not.

Ironically China’s high-level
liplomatic u:ampaigﬂ to boyoott

Iudia chose not to bow to China's thinly

ingleman, LiuXiaoho. While others delib-
rate about whether they should attend,
vhat i= certain is that the mild mannered
wctivist who calls for managed change to
lemocracy using non-violent means, will
1ot. Not for Liu revolutionary change, yet he
emains locked up in a Chinese prison for
1is beliefs, They provide impetus to why we
reattending, because we pride ourselves on
hose very ideas. This is very different from
~man China protected to our cost. As Wil
seaksrevealed China, atlslamabad'sbehest,
locked the UN Security Council from
mposing sanctions on Hafiz Sased and

sTIMES VIEW=

he CETEmMOTY is mativated h'\- g PR R R

the militant orgamsation he heads, directly
implicated in the 26/1 1 attacks onMumbal.
Neither does Bejjing respect Indian
sensitivities inother areas, for example by
stapling visas of Indian naticnals from
Jammu and Kashmir instead of stamping
their passports. India -
doesnt 1espu:u11d by
stapling visas of, say
Chinese nationals from

Tibet, which signals
India’s desire for good
relations with China
despite the latter seem-
ng to abandon its
earlier neutrality on
Jammu and Kashmin
Such relations, however, have to be on the
baziz of mumal respect for each other's
interests, If India had succumbed to Chiness
blandishments on even such minor matters
as attending a Mobel ceremony it would
have decreased respectfor India in the inter-
national system, including in China.

Indian presenceat the award ceremony

for Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo. The
sensible thing for New Delhito do would
hawve been tochangeits stanceon the 1ssue
Unfortunately, it chose otherwise - and in
50 doing, committed a
tactical blunder, Cer-
tainly, Liu is an admi-
rable individual who

I t now seems there will indeed be an
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block an Asian Development Bank loan to
India, tensionoverthe status of Arunachal
Pradesh, its backing forPakistaniattempts
to lieep Lash kar-e-Taiha chief Hafiz Saeed
on the UN terror list - these are the
substantive issues New Delhi should be
focussing on. And to engage Beijing on
these, it must face up to the reality that
it's Ina geopalitical ly wealker position than
its northern neighbour at the moment

s CO U N TERVIEW = andwork towards creatinga

has sacrificed lus
liberty for the sake
of promoting peace-
ful change and de-
mocracy But that has
precisely nothing o
do with Indian inter-
ests. By seizing upon this to inflict a petty
annovance upon Beijing, New Delhi is
displaying a woeful shortsightedness.
Aftera brief periodof relatively amica-
ble relations between the two countries
towards themiddle of the decade, matters
have beentenseagain, Chinese attempts to

An’IThakkar

.......... conducive atmosphere for
dialogue.

Other countries such as Russia and
Saudi Arabia have been more pragmatic,
and with good reason. The international
arena is a place where pragmatism and
national nterest must dictate a govern-
ment’s policies, something New Delhi
woulddowelltoremember. Thesanctuary
it has provided to Dalai Lama has already
proved to be a major irritant to Beljing
over the decades. But the situation, if
exploited correctly, also provides New
Delhi handy leverage Attending the Nobel
peace prize ceremmony, however, will be a
further irritant without any benefits,

P_El:_:-lic:ation; The 'I.'imes Cf Tncha Delhi;Dat?: Dec @, 2010 % ction: Times Business; Page: 25;
Sibal’s first date with
telco biggies today

Shalini Singh | Tan

New Delhi: At his first public
mesting at Ficei's India Tele-
com 2010 on Thursday, tele-
com mminister Kapil Sibalwill
be ad dressing a large number
of cellular stakeholders, in-
cludingoperators, equipment
providers,  interna-
tional investors, analy-
sts and the media.
S1hal 1= standing n
for Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, who
usually inaugurates In-
dia Telecom—a  key
telecom conference

—jointly hosted by DoT  KapilSibal

and Ficel

Barring a few private
mestings and TV mterviews,
this will be the sector's first
irvet with Sibal’s vision on
howr he plans to tackle the 26
telecom scam andwhether he
can drive confidence among
investors and telecom stake-
holders, Undoubted by, India’s
telecom  sector—onece  the
crowm jewel of irmvestiments,
privatisation and successfiil
PPPs—faces 1ts higgest crisis
of confidence evern

Accordingtotelecom anal-
vats, Bibal has so far done
sarne right things inchading
izsuing show-cans: not ices to

companies identified by the
CAG for ineligible applica-
tions for 2G spectrum, or
formed a part of Trai‘s list of
commpanies that had defaulted
in mesting rollout obliga-
tions. He has also taken steps
toclean up the DoT.

However, his critics argue
that his actions dis-
play a lack of choice
rather than wvision.
Slapping show-cause
notices on - errant
companies isthe next
logical step for DoT,
which should hawve
acted by itsalf in the
first place, rather
than warting for CAG
ar Trai. Even officials, who
have been removed, had be-
comme unpalatable and it was
clear that CBI was ready to
raid thern which it finally did
on Wednesday

“81bal 15 accompamed by
foreign delegates which may
resirict hizscommentsat India
Telecom. However as a savvy
lawwver and popular politic-
ian, he could seize this oppor-
tunity to show that he means
business  without clinging
on to Raja’s defence or blam-
ing others for loss to exche-
qUer reverue,” points out a
DT official.
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Heart trouble?

Blood test to tell -

years in advance

Chicago: A new blood test may be able to tell
whether a seemingly healthy person is at
risk of dying from heart disease, US re-
searchers said.

An older, less sensitive version of the test
detects a certain protein in only a small per-
centage of people, but astudy of thenewertest
made by Roche found it in about 25% of 3,500
blood samples. And people whohad detectable
levels of the protein, released by damaged
heart muscle, were nearly seven times more
likely todie of heart disease within six years.

Both testslook for a protein called cardiac
troponin T, which indicates muscle damage
in the heart, but the newer test called Elecsys
Troponin T is 10 times more sensitive. “This
test is among the most powerful predictors of
death in the general population we've seen so
far,” said James de Lemos of the University of
Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dal-

las, whose study appears inthe Journal of the

American Medical Association.

“It appears that the higher your troponin
T, the more likely you are to have problems
with your heart, and the worse you're going
to do, regardless of your other risk factors,”
hesaid inastatement. reuters
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Anyone out there? Proof

of alien life is mounting

Washington: Lately, a handful of new dis-
coveries make it seem more likely that weare
not alone — that there is life somewhere else
in theuniverse.

Inthe past several days, scientists havere-
ported there are three times as many stars as
they previously thought. Another group of
researchers discovered a microbe can live on
arsenic, expanding our understanding of
how life can thrive under the harshest envi-
ronments. And earlier this year, astronomers
for thefirst time said they'd found a potential-
1y habitable planet.

“The evidence isjust getting strongerand
stronger,” said Carl Pilcher, director of Na-
sa’s Astrobiology Institute, which studiesthe
origins, evolution and possibilities of life in
the universe. “Ithink anybody lookingat this
evidence is going to say, ‘There’s got to be life
ocutthere.'”

A caveat: Since much of this research is
new, scientists are stilldebatinghow solid the
conclusionsare, Anotherreasontonotgettoo
excited is that the search for life starts small

— microscopically small— and then looks to

evolution for more. Thefirst signs of life else-
where are more likely to be closer to slime
mold than to ET. It can evolve from there.

WE'RE NOT ALONE?

Scientists have an equation that calcu-
latesthe oddsof civilized life on another plan-
et. What last week’s findings did was both in-
crease the number of potential homes for life
and broaden the definition of what life is.
That means the probability for alien life is
higher than ever before, agree 10 scientists
interviewed. ar
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Photograph linking IT'T-Kgp

profs, fake institute surfaces

Akshaya Mukul | TN

New Delhi: IIT-Kharagpur
has all along been in denial
that its faculty members were
invelved in the running of
fake institute — Institution
of Electrical Engineers (I).
But the hollow claims now
lay in tatters, thanks to a pho-
tographic proof showing
teachers of the institution
along with J K Tiwari, the
brain behind the institute,
who, incidentally, has noth-
ing to do with IT-Kharagpur.

Police recovered the pho-
tograph during a raid and are
soon going to guestion facul-
ty members — both serving
and retired — who are seen
along with Tiwari. The pho-
tograph shows A K Ghosh,
former head of department
of aerospace engineering and
an ex-chief vigilance officer,
who has since been suspend-
ed for his alleged involvement
in the scam.

The others caught in
freeze frame are N K Kishore,

Prof A K Ghosh (extreme left)
with J K Tiwari (extreme
right) and other professors at
the aerospace department of
HT-Kharagpur

professor, department of
electrical engineering; Jayan-
ta Pal, head of department,
electrical engineering; Pal-
lab Kumar Chattopadhyay; re-
tired professor of agricul-
tural and food engineering;
Punyabrata Dutta Gupta, re-
tired professor of electrical
engineering; J C Biswas, re-
tired professor of electronics
& electrical communication
engineering.

Tiwari, who conceived
IEE (1), and even managed to
get an official quarter for the
institute, is seen sitting along

with a section of IIT-Kharag-
pur faculty members.

Police sources said they
are investigating if the pho-
tograph was taken during the
convocation of IEE (I) as
claimed by many students of
the fake institute.

T K Ghosal, officiating
registrar of IIT-Kharagpur,
also conceded that he has
seen the photograph, but de-
nied that it was seized from
the institute.

“The institute has noth-
ing to hide. We're cooperat-
ing with the police. I've filed
FIR against Ghosh, Biswas,
Tiwari and others on behalf
of the institute.”

Meanwhile, the issue of
the fake institute came up as
a question in the Lok Sabha

. on Wednesday. The HRD min-

istry informed the House
about the FIR, and Prof
Ghosh, who surrendered be-
fore the Midnapur District
Court on November 30. He
was granted bail cn Decem-
ber 3.
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[ Tians won't be held back, say no to bonds

Hemali Chhapia | T

Mumbai: Gentlemen don’t prefer

bonds. When it comes to mest IT'Tians,
agreements that tie them down to an
organization are a definife no. With
the good times rolling back, engineer-
ing grads from tech schools want an
active lifeline o navigate around the
job market.

Companies, in turn, have read the
writing on the wall and, at [IT-Bombay,
90% of the recruiters are not insisting
that students sign on the dotted line.
Similar is the case with organizations,
domestic or international, which are
participating in the placement seascn
at other IITs. Again, about 70% of the
firms recruiting from H'T-Madras ex-
pect a mere nod from the grads.

“Most candidates are not signing
any bonds. We tell the companies that
they need o incentivise students to
work for them,” said HHT-M academic
affairs secretary Anuraag NVS. Com-
panies were reasoning that students
must sign a commitment to stick
around in return for the intensive
training that firms would put the fresh

graduates through. “Butmost of uson
campus look down on an arrangement
that holds us back,” said an IIT-Kan-
pur student who is registered for place-
ments this vear

At HT-Bombay, the process started
early in the day: when firms evinced
interest in participating in the campus
placements. Compantes which insist
ed on contracts were politely declined,
or convinced that the reason to stay in
an organization should be positive,

Placement head Ravi Sinha said,
“Some of our past students have
worked in one company for decades
and made their career there if the work
profile was interesting. More than any-
thing else, I feel it’s the fear of notful-
v understanding where they willbe a
right fif, that is discouraging a lot of

students from signing bonds.”

S K Srivastay, HT-Kharagpur place-
ment head, said just a handful of or-
ganizations were insisting that stu-
dents enter info a time-hound contract.
The bonds of even those companies
are just mentioning a short timeframe
of a year or two, he added.

But these terms are stopping com-
panies from hiring. Ateach of the old
HTs close to or over 300 students, which
makes up a third of the total popula-
tion in queue o be placed, have got job
offers over sk days of hiring. On Mon-
day, ISRO, the first publie sector firm
fovisit lIT-B this vear, selected five stu-
dents. On Tuesday, HT-Kharagpur saw
a high point when 53 of its students
were offered jobs by Deloitte, an ac-
counting and consulting firm.



IMPROVING SKILLS

Mint, ND 09-Dec-10 p-6

Industry being enlisted to boost
vocational training standards

By PaasHanT K. Nanpa
prashant.n@livemint.com

-------------------------

NEW DELHI

he central government is

enlisting a number of in-
dustry segments to help it im-
prove the standards of voca-
tional education so that stu-
dents emerge better skilled
and become more employable.

In a first-of-its-kind initia-
tive, the human resocurce de-
velopment (HRD) ministry in-
teracted with the automabile
sector on Monday to devise vo-
cational courses tailored to the
needs of the industry.

Representatives of auto
companies including Tata Mo-
tors Lid and Ashok Leyland
Ltd attended the meeting,
ministry officials said.

Next in line are the con-
struction and hospitality in-
dustries.

The effort is a departure
from the tradition of academ-
ics and bureaucrats deciding
what and how students should
be taught, with no role for their
eventual employers.

Industry has for long com-
plained that students may
graduate with diplomas and
degrees, but lack the requisite
and relevant skills to be em-
ployable, forcing companies to
spend time, effort and money
to train them.

“We had a constructive in-
teraction with the automobile
industry and we have formed a
committee headed by R. Ses-

hasayee (managing director of
Ashok Leyland) to help the
ministry in lts effort,” HRD
minister Kapil Sibal said on
Wednesday.

“The committee will submit
a report within three months
detailing the road map for vo-
cational education relevant for
the concerned industry,” said
the minister, adding that this
initiative is aimed at making
students more employable.

The initiative is aimed at
helping both students and in-
dustry, he said.

According to official statis-
tics, India's unemployment

Fresh approach: I/RD minister Kapil Sibal.

rate was 9.4% in 2003-10, an
increase of 1.2 percentage
points from the level in 2005.

Narayanan Ramaswamy, ex-
ecutive directar {education) at
consulting and auditing firm
KPMG, said involving the in-
dustry in formulating voca-
tional courses had the poten-
tial to bring “path-breaking re-
sults”,

The automobile industry
alone faces a shortage of
300,000 skilled people, he said,
citing a survey.

“This effort will bridge the
gap and give employment to a
large number of students with
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a handsome salary,” he said.
“Providing skilled people to la-
bour-intensive sectors like au-
tomobile, construction and
manufacturing will reduce un-
employment in India. The mo-
ment you involve industry in
education, you get the per-
spective on the demand and
supply chain.”

The effort will start at the se-
nior secondary level with the
Central Board of Secondary
Education {CBSE) and then
spread to the state educational
boards.

While 220 million students
are in schools, less than 15
million are expected to pursue
higher education, and better
vocational education will im-
prove the chances of employ-
ment for the dropouts.

“Once you give them the op-
tion at the secondary level,
students will go for it,” said an
HRD ministry official. “Indus-
try too is facing a huge short-
age of skilled manpower in the
lower and middle strata of the
human resource structure.”

The official didn't want to be
named because he is not au-
therised to speak to the media.

Sibal said a separate section
will be created within the
CBSE to promote vocational
education. The HRD ministry

is targeting mid-2011 to putin

place a national vocational ed-
ucation framework that will
give students from Class 8 on-
wards the optien of choosing
from a range of subjects in-
cluding hospitality, electronics
and automobiles that they
would study alongside their
regular syllabus,

“We are for inclusive educa-
tion and we will bring in neces-
sary changes so that students
specialising in  vocational
courses ¢can smoothly go to the
universities as well,” Sibal said.



Special Correspendent

CHENNAI:  The foundation
stone for the Indo-German
Centre for Sustainability

(IGCS) was laid on the IIT-
Madras {(IIT-M) campus on
Monday.

Speaking after unveiling
the stone, Thomas Rachel,
German Parliamentary State
Secretary of the Federal Min-
istry of Education and Re-
search, said there was a
drastic increase in demand
for energy and the increase in
greenhouse gases emission
was causing concern, It was
important for both India and
Germany to take up research
on sustainability.

Germany had planned to
reduce greenhouse gases by
40 per cent in 2020 and 80
per cent in 2050. For this, the
Federal Government had pre-
sented a new energy policy,
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India, Germany urged to take
up research on sustainability

M.S. Swaminathan suggests patent bank for sustainable development
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The biodiversity challenges M. 8. Ananth, Director, IIT -~ Madras, Thomas Rachel, German Parliamentary
State Secretary of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research; M §
Swaminathan, chairman, MSSRF: Hans Burkhardi Sauerteig, Consul- General,
German Consulate, Chennai; Prof Ernst M Schmachtenberg, Co-Chair,
Advisory Board, IGCS and Max Huber, vice president, German Academic
Exchange Service (DAAD), at the inaugural function of Indo-German Cenire
Jor Sustainability on IIT-M campus on Monday. = PHOTO: R. RAVINDRAN.

needed international help to
take up research to find solu-
tions, Mr. Rachel added.

Patent bank

A patent bank for sustain-
able development should be
started, suggested agriculture
scientist M.S. Swaminathan.
Though a new set of gréen
technology innovations had
been introduced, most were
covered under patents. The
bank should buy the patented
technologies and make them
available for researchers, he

said.

M.S. Ananth, Director,
I1T-M, said the proposal to
construct the centre was fi-
nalised in 2008 when the
German Minister for Science
and Technology wvisited
[1T-M and announced ‘A new

Passage to India’ programme.
Following this, the Depart-
ment of Science and Technol-
ogy, Government of India,
also promised fo provide a
matching grant for the Centre
for Sustainability. “The Cen-
tre for Sustainability’ -will

function with minimum ad-
ministrative support and
maximum research effort,”
Dr. Ananth said.

.Raffig Azzam, Coordinator,
IGCS, said the Centre would
take up a study of sustainable
use of water, land, energy and
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waste. According to a study,
in 2020 Asian countries
would face severe water
shortage. : :

This would result in deser-
tification and contamination
of groundwater. The Centre
would launch an inter-disci-
plinary  research, which
would address these issues,
he said.

The Centre would develop
courses for both Indian and
German students, which
would be aimed at improving
the level of science students
in India, said Professor Max
Huber, Vice-President, Ger-
man Academic Exchange Ser-
vice (DAAD). The
relationship between DAAD
and India began 50 years ago,
when the first DAAD centre
was inaugurated in New Del-
hi, he added.

Premier institutions the
world over should collaborate
with each other to tackle the
issue of climate  change,
threat to biodiversity and re-
source depletion, said Hans-
Burkhardt Sauerteig, Consul
General, German Consulate
General, Chennai.

The building for the Centre
would be ready in a year's
time. The DAAD would con-
tribute 3.7 million Euros per
year to the centre for four
years to take up research on
water, land use, waste man-
agement, bio-diversity loss,
climate change and related
issues. ) :
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Army, Microsoft join hands
to give jawans IT training

PeerzadaAbrar

BANGALORE

skilling employees underway in the

country. The Indian Army haslaunched
a vocational training programme in assod-
ation with Microsoft Corporation to cquip
over amillion jawans with viable skillsfora
second carcer when they retive from ser-
vice,

Theinitiativesare dubbed undertheum-
brella Project ‘Samarnth’. meaning capable,
which has a number of subsidiary projects
under it. One such initistive s Projea
Kshamta designed by Microsolt which of-
fers basic ITtraining skills through an initial
netwaork of 1,000 master trainers.

“The training module created by Micro-
soft is backed by certification from reputed
institutions such as Educomp and arrange-

IT 1S one of the fargest exercises in re-

metisare also being madeto helpindividu-
alssccurcajobpost retirement,” said Chan-
dan Lal, Direcor Projeas, Amy
Headoguarters.

The reskilling is part of an overal initia-
tive to improve employability of
junior army personnel who have g i @ @
Emited options post retitemoent
andlargely endupwithjobsinar-

CAREER

slills that go beyvond the banlelield. With-
out these skills, you can't get job in dvil as
well as government sccor,” says 41-vear
old Havaldar Mohan Kumar .

This is the lirst engagement ever [or Mi-
crosoft with defence forces for IT
skillingprogrammas.

“The obieaive is 10 upgrade
the skills and give them some

cas such as security services, as The army has kind of certification. We are also
they lack soft skills. English lan- {gynched the train-  working withthe Armytosctup
guage ability and have litde . IT academics for training Army
knowledge of inlormation tech- ng ;‘)rqgramme‘to personnet in IT courses of vari-
nology. eqLHp jawans Wit Guslevels. Microsoftwill provide

The majority of Indian jawans viable skills for a a ot ol e-learning courses and
retire below age of 40, leaving second career software and make the cduca-
them with at least twenty more when they retire tion model more sustainable,”

years of gainful employment,
“Beforejoining the new cducationinitia-

tive of the Army, T was unaware of the IT

skills. I realised the need of developing the

safd Irina Ghose, director-edu-
cation public sector, Microsoft. The project,
whichis undera year old, isalso focused on
creatinga growing pool of master trainers.



